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When the husband died, the grown-up son succeeded
to his rights, and it was in his pov/er, if he saw fit, to give
his widowed mother again in marriage. Penelope's obedi-
ence to her son Telemachus is one of the striking features
of the Odyssey. He had it in his power to give her in
marriage to any of the suitors, but he refrained, from filial
affection and mercenary motives. " It can irx no wise be
that I thrust forth from the house, against her will, the
woman that bare me and reared me/' says Telemachus;
and he continues: "Moreover, it is hard for me to make
heavy restitution to Icarius, as needs I must if, of my own
will, I send my mother away."

Far worse, however, was the lot of the widow whose
husband had been slain in battle. She became at once
the slave of the conqueror, to be dealt with as he wished.
Hector draws a gloomy picture of the fate of Andromache
in case he should be slain: "Yea, of a surety I know this in
heart and soul; the day shall come for holy Ilium to be laid
low, and Priam and the folk of Priam of the good ashen
spear. Yet doth the anguish of the Trojans hereafter
not so much trouble me, neither Hecuba's own, neither
King Priam's, neither my brethren's, the many and brave
that shall fall in the dust before their foemen, as doth thine
anguish in the day when some mail-clad Achaean shall
lead thee weeping and rob thee of the light of freedom.
So shalt thou abide in Argos and ply the loom at another
woman's bidding, and bear water from Fount Messeis or
Hyperia, being grievously entreated, and sore constraint
shall be laid upon thee. And then shall one say that be-
holdeth thee weep: ' This is the wife of Hector, that was
foremost in battle of the horse-training Trojans, when men
fought about Ilium.' Thus shall one say hereafter, and
fresh grief will be thine for lack of such an husband as
thou hadst to ward off the day of thraldom. But me in